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garnering of these materials for the early history of Wisconsin,
the busy secretary traveled thousands of miles, wrote thousands
of letters, and interviewed hundreds of individuals. Each paper
in the ten volumes was earefully edited and annotated by this
untiring worker, who brought to bear upon every important point
a wealth of correlative illustration or needed correction. These
volumes, a storchouse of original data bearing upon the history
of our State, are enough of themselves fully to establish his repu-
tation as an historical specialist. Their incalenlable value to
Western historians has been frequently attested by the best of au-
thority— Baneroft, Sparks, Parkman, Shea, Lossing, and others
of lesser note, having frequently complimented Dr. Draper upon
their excellence and practical importance, and emphasized the
debt which students of American history will always owe to him
for them. Having at last become rare, and being much sought
after by libraries, teachers, and students in general, the legisla-
ture of 1903 ordered a page-for-page reprint of the ten Draper
volumes.

Recognizing that his physical vigor was waning, yet as ambi-
tious to complete his greater works as in his earlier years, and
quite as confident that he would succeed in the task, Dr. Draper
retired from the service of the Society at the close of the year 1886.
Unfortunately for himself, he had accnmulated so vast a flood of
material that at last it was beyond his control; and although ever
hopeful of soon commencing in earnest, he could but contemplate
his work with awe. Ie thenceforth made no important progress.

“Still puttering,” he often mournfully replied, when I would
inquire as to what he was doing; but his countenance would at
once lighten as he cheerfully continued, “Well, I'm really going
to commence on George Rogers Clark in a few days, as soon as I
hear from the letters I sent to Kentucky this morning; but I am
yet in doubt whether I ought to have a Boston or a New York
publisher ; what is your judgment ?’ It was ever the same story—
always planning, never doing. For this Society he was one of the
most practical of men, and his persistent energy was rewarded by
almost phenomenal success: but our work was pressing; in his own



